IBIIORTAL REBCILUTION IT0.14
Memorializing His Excellency the President and the Honorable Secretary
War to insftitute at the earliest possible date oovernwent
steamehip service Ffrom Panama to San Diego, San “edro, san Fran-
cisco, FPortland and Puget Sound to operate in connection with the
government railwey across the Isthmus and the government steamship
service on the Atlantic Ocean.

L I T A S

re

Whereas the American people have invested four hundred million
dollars in the Paname Canal not simply for the sentimental purpose of
connecting the two oceans and not simply in order to facilitsate the
movement of navel vessels, but meinly with the intention of promoting
commerce between the two seaboards, reducing the cost of many commodities
to the consumer, and promoting nationel prosperity end development; and

Thereas after the opening of the canal the 1uﬁber, minerals, grain,
fruit and fish products of the Pacific Coast can be moved by water to
the Atlantic seaboard at one third the cost of transportation by rail,
and the manufactures of the east coast can be delivered at Pacific Coast
ports at & corresponding reduction; end

Theress, the Erie harge caral with transfer to steamer at Ilew York
will probably afford an economicel route for bulky or low grade freight
petween the region of the Great ILekes and the Pacific Coast; end

Whereas, water traensportation of the Ilississipni end its tributaries
with transfer to ocean stesmer a2t Mew Orlesns will doubtless ensble bulky
freight to move economically from the great interior velley to the Paciric
Coast and vice versa; and

‘“herees, the immense developrient of the Pacific sloge'from which
they would profit end particularly the back haul of freight from the
Pacific seaports for distribution inland as far as the Rocky Mounteins
will in reality more than compensate the railroads for the possible de-
crease in transcbntinental freight; and

Whereas, although the substantial znd certain benefit of the reil-

rogds in such an expension of business and national progperity is recog-

nized by able railroad oificials, nevertheless the dominating powers in

the railroad end finsncial world seen disposed to thwart the development



the rsil road ard~Yintnaifl” workd soem QY EPI3ct T dthrmut- the UOVeLOTMOML..
of commorce botweon tho two soaboards of the Unitoed States; and

“Thoreas, suid domincting intcreste, now smounting olmost to & money
trust, appoer to be in & position to »revont on indcnendont line of fest
steemers boing finonced, and would probebly sucoceed in driving such an
indcvendent line, if esteblished, out of business by putting on steemers
of their omm which would tomporarily give ocut-throast rates and by simi-

ler mononolistic devisos, &nd

“herees, in the judcmont of this Commission the only method which
cen secure the proper utilization of the Penama Route for the beneiit of
the people of the United States is for the MNotionel Governrent to extend
to the ‘“merican ports on the Pecific the line of government stesr:ships
being now and for some years past sucocessfully operated between lew York
end Colon;

TITRIEFOPE BE IT RESOLVED by the Port Comrission of the Port of
Seettloc e&s follows:

Section 1. Thet, through the Senators and Representatives in Congres
of the State of Teshinzgton, Fis Ixcellency the President and the Honorabl
Secretcry of Ter be menmorialized to institute at the earliest possible
date sovernment steamship servicc from Paname to San'Diego, Sen Pedro,
Sen Franeieco, Portland end Puget Sound to operate in connection with the
government reilway across the Isthmus and the government steamship ser-

vice on the Atlentic Ocecn.

Pessed the Port Commission of the Port of Seettle on the 13th day
of Decemboer, 1911, end signed by its proper officers in suthentication
of its passage this 13th day of Docember, 1911,
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