
RESOLUTION NO. 2514 

A RESOLUTION o f  the Port  C o d s s i o n  of t h e  Por t  of S e a t t l e  
implementing t h e  State Environmental Pol icy  Act 
through t h e  adopt ion of a Por t  of Seat t le  environ- 
inental po l icy  and through t h e  p rov i s ion  of proced- 
ures for  determining and cons ider ing  t h e  cnviron- 
mental  impact of a c t i o n s  taken by t h e  Por t  of 
Sea t t le .  

Por t  of S e a t t l e  adopts  these p o l i c i e s  and o b j e c t l v e s  as provided 

by t h e  S t a t e  Environmental Pol icy Act of 1971 (RCW 43.21C). 

SECTION 2.  DETERMINATIONS OF ENVIXONMENTAL --- -- SIGNIFICANCE; _-- PRE- 
PARATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 
DECLARATIONS OF NO SIGNIFIC&~T~ACT. 

(a)  The r e spons ib l e  o f f i c i a l ,  c o n s u l t i n g  and coord ina t ing  with 

t h e  Environmental S p e c i a l i s t ,  of each P o r t  department s h a l l  detemine, as 

e a r l y  as p o s s i b l e ,  s u b j e c t  t o  whatever review procedures t h e  General 

Manager s h a l l  e s t a b l i s h ,  t h e  environmental  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of any proposed major 

a c t i o n  by t h e  department.  Actions wi th in  a class q u a l i f y i n g  f o r  c a t e g o r i c a l  

exemption under Sec t ion  9 do not  r e q u i r e  a f u r t h e r  de te rmina t ion  of signi- 

f i cance  under  t h i s  s e c t i o n .  

(b )  I f  major a c t i o n  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  a f f e c t s  the  quality of t h e  en- 

vironment, t h e  r e spons ib l e  o f f i c i a l  coo rd ina t ing  wi th  t h e  Envirorurrental 

S p e c i a l i s t  s h a l l  prepare a d e t a i l e d  environmental  impact statement c o n s i s t e n t  

w i t h  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n :  Provided, t h a t  where t h e  a c t i o n  involves  more than one 

P o r t  department o r  o t h e r  u n i t s  of f e d e r a l ,  s tate cr l o c a l  government, a j o i n t  

environmental  impact s ta tement  s h a l l  be prepared where p o s s i b l e .  

%en a Port  department is a c t i n g  upon a proposed act ion for ( c )  

which an adequate environmental  impact s ta tement  h a s  been prepared by others, 

t h e  Por t  department may u t i l i z e  such s ta tement  as i ts  own with  such supplements 

t o  the impact statement as may be a p p r o p r i a t e .  

( d )  For a c t i o n s  o t h e r  than those c a t e g o r i e s  of a c t i o n s  exempted 

i n  accordance w i t h  t h e  p rov i s ions  of Sec t ion  9 of t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n ,  t h e  re- 

spons ib l e  o f f i c i a l  coo rd ina t ing  wi th  the  Environmental Specialist  s h a l l  p repare  

a d e c l a r a t i o n  of no s i g n i f i c a n t  impact i n  accordance w i t h  t h e  p rov i s ions  of 

Sec t ion  8 ~f t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n .  
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PROPOSED ACTIONS 'REQUUIRINC, A P DETERMINATION OF 
ENVIRDNEIEXTAL SIGNIFICANCE. 
--I 

SECTION 3 .  

Unless q u a l i f i e d  f o r  c a t e g o r i c a l  exemption under S e c t i o n  9 ,  major  

p h y s i c a l  p r o j e c t s  and a c t i v i t i e s  d i r e c t l y  under taken  by t h e  Port or  similar 

p r o j e c t s  under taken  by o t h e r s  pursuant  t o  pe rmi t s ,  leases, and o t h e r  en t i -  

t l ements  gran ted  by t h e  P o r t  r e q u i r e  envi ronmenta l  impact s t a t e m e n t s .  

SEC1'ION 4 .  IFPACT STAI'EKEHT CONSIDERATLONS. 

(a) The fo l lowing  f a c t o r s  s h a l l  b e  cons idered  when, msterially 

a p p l i c a b l e ,  i n  p r e p a r i n g  an envi ronmenta l  impact statement an any p r o j e c t  

o r  a c t i o n :  

changes i n  t h e  e x i s t i n g  level of a i r ,  water or  n o i s e  
p o l l u t i o n ;  

use o r  impact on r e sources  such  as lakes, r ivers ,  streams, 
marine water, and o t h e r  s h o r e l i n e s  : 

e f f e c t  on w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t s ,  f i s h  and w i l d l i f e ,  unique 
and f r a g i l e  v e g e t a t i o n ;  

i n t e n s i t y  of land  use ,  popu la t ion  d i s t r i b u t i o n  and r equ i r e -  
ment f o r  p u b l i c  s e r v i c e s  and f a c i l i t i e s :  

r e l o c a t i o n  o f  persons ;  

t h e  P o r t ' s  comprehensive p l an ,  relevant zoning codes,  
b u i l d i n g  s t a n d a r d s ,  and similar documents; 

e f fec t  on p u b l i c  areas, i n c l u d i n g  h i s t o r i c a l  o r  c u l t u r a l  
r e s o u r c e s  ; 

t h e  h e a l t h  o r  sa fe ty  of  t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c ;  

d i rec t  o r  i n d i r e c t  e € f e c t  on n a t u r a l  r e sources .  

(b)  In determining  whether  an envi ronmenta l  impact s t a t emen t  is 

r e q u i r e d ,  the fo l lowing  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  should be taken i n t o  account: 

t h e  o v e r a l l ,  cumula t ive  d i r e c t  and i n d i r e c t  impact of 
t h e  a c t i o n  proposed and of f u r t h e r  a c t i o n s  contemplated 
8 s  a r e s u l t  of t h i s  a c t i o n ;  

t h e  importance of t h e  a c t i o n  i n  t e r n  of precedent  f o r  
a c t i o n  i n  much l a r g e r  ctwes o r  f a r  o t h e r  f o r s e e a b l e  s i m i -  
i a r  a c t i o n s  and i n d i v i d u a l l y  l i m i t e d  b u t  cumula t ive ly  
s i g n i f f  c a n t ;  

the  c o n f l i c t s  of t h e  a c t i o n  wi th  adopted n a t i o n a l ,  state, 
r e g i o n a l ,  o r  l o c a l  p l a n s  o r  p o l i c i e s ;  

t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of r easonab le  and  a p p r o p r i a t e  alterna- 
t i v e s  t o  t h e  a c t i o n  t h a t  would have less adve r se  environ-  
mental  impact . 
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( a )  Environmental  impact statements r equ i r ed  by t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  

s h a l l  foliow t h e  c o n t e n t ,  format and s ty l e ,  as nearly as prac t ica l ,  recommended 

by the S t a t e  Department of Ecology. 

PREPARATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENTS ----..-- SECTION 6. 

(a )  The General Hanager or  h i s  des igna ted  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  i s  nuthoriz-  

e d  t o  u t i l i z e  t h e  e x p e r t i s e  of  a l l  a p p r o p r i a t e  P o r t  personnel ,  and may, s u b j e c t  

t o  e x i s t i n p  l i m i t a t i o n s  on con t r ac t  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  c o n t r a c t  w i t h  c o n s u l t a n t s  and 

o t h e r  e x p e r t s  o u t s i d e  of t h e  Por t  t o  assist him i n  t h e  de te rmina t ion  and con- 

s fdc rn t io i i  of envfronmcntn1 impacts and f n  the p repa ra t ion  of environmental  

imp i c t  s t a t emen t s  . 

SEC2'ION 7. DRAFT ENVlRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEICNTS. ----, 
PIEPARATION TIME LIHITS. I 
-I 

P r i o r  t o  d i n g  a f i n a l  environmental  impact s ta tement ,  t h e  r e spons ib l e  

o f f i c i a l  s h a l l  consu l t  w i t h  a d  o b t a i n  t h e  comments of t h e  p u b l i c  and any appro- 

p r i n t c a  local, s t a t e ,  f e d e r a l ,  o r  o t h e r  agencies .  

Consul ta t ion  may be accomplished by c i r c u l a t i n g  a d r a f t  environmental  

impact s ta tement  and allowing a reasonable carmnent per iod  of t h i r t y  (30) days 

f o r  r e n l y .  

DECLARATIONS OF NO SIGNIFICANT - ~ - -  IMPACT. SECTION 8. - 

(a)  h'here i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and f ind ings  so  i n d i c a t e ,  a s p e c i f i c  pro- 

pobed a c t i o n  may be found t o  be not  major o r  t o  have no s i g n i f i c a n t  e f f e c t  an 

che  q u a l i t y  of  t he  environment.  

p r ~ l e c t  r e p o r t .  

the decslaration f o r  review and comment. 

The d e c l a r a t i o n  s h a l l  be p a r t  of a r e g u l a r  

The r e spons ib l e  o f f i c i a l  may,but i s  not  requfred, t o  c i r c u l a t e  
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SECTION 9.  CATEGORICAL EXEPPTIONS . 
(a) Responsible o f f i c i a l s  s h a l l  reques t  of t h e  General Manager a 

ca t egor i ca l  exemption from t h e  requirement f o r  a f u r t h e r  determination of 

s ign i f i cance ,  t h e  prepara t ion  of an impact statement o r  t he  preparat ion of 

a dec la ra t ion  of no s i g n i f i c a n t  impact i n  t h e  case of ac t ion  ca t egor i e s  which 

the responsible  o i f i c i a l  be l i eves ,  af ter  coordinat ion with the  Environnrental 

S p e c i a l i s t ,  do not p o t e n t i a l l y  have a s ignif icant  e f f e c t  on the  q u a l i t y  of 

t h e  environment. Actions t h a t  vary by name o r  technica l  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n ,  y e t  

have similar physical  and socio-economic e f f e c t s ,  can be grouped together  

f o r  p u r p o s e s  of e s t a b l i s h i n g  ac t ion  ca t egor i e s .  

(b) I t  i~ an t i c ipa t ed  t h a t  ca t egor i ca l  exemptions will be determined 

appropriate  f o r  ac t ions  of t h e  following na ture :  

(i) ac t ions  on permi ts  o r  leases or renewals of permits or 

l ea ses  of a rou t ine  na ture ;  

(ii) ac t ions  cons i s t ing  of t h e  repair, maintenance o r  minor 

a l t e r a t i o n  or e x i s t i n g  pub l i c  o r  p r iva t e  s t r u c t u r e s ,  

u t i l i t i e s ,  f a c i l i t i e s  o r  mechanical equipment; 

ac t ions  cons i s t ing  of t h e  cons t ruc t ion  and locat ion of 

s i n g l e  small s t r u c t u r e s  and f a c i l i t i e s ;  

ac t ions  cons i s t ing  of d n o r  a l t e r a t i o n s  i n  the w e  of land; 

(iii) 

( iv )  

(v) ac t ions  cons i s t ing  of b a s i c  d a t a  co l l ec t ion  and research; 

(vi)  ac t ions  cons i s t ing  of inspec t ion  and enforcement; and 

( v i i )  o the r  s imi l a r  ac t ions .  

SECTION 10. - USE OF IMPACT STATEMENTS I N  REVIEW PROCESSES OF 
PORT; EMERGENCIES. 

(a) The responsible  off I c i a l e  of each Port  departmene caordinating 

wi th  t h e  Envi ronwnta l  Spec ia l i s t  s h a l l  de t e rn ine ,  sub jec t  t a  review of t h e  

General !+mager> at what s t age  i n  the  devplopment and review of a proposed 

ac t ion  the  determination of  e n v i r o m n t a l  significmce will be =de and an 

environmentaI. impact statement prepared, i f  one is required.  The proposal 

should be  a t  a s u f f i c i e n t  s t age  of contemplation o r  planning t h a t  i ts  p r i n c i p a l  

features can be r e l i a b l y  i d e n t i f i e d  i n  terms of elternative loca t ions ,  s i z e ,  

q u a n t i t i e s  and types of n a t u r a l  resources involved, changes i n  land use,  and 
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SECTI@fi 10.  (a )  (continued) 

genc rd l  'irkbas o f  the c o m u n i t v  .md popula t ion  t h a t  mav be a f f e c t e d .  The con- 

s i d e r a t i o n  of environmental  impact should begin at  t h e  ear l ies t  f e a s i b l e  time. 

I--------- 

( b )  When r equ i r ed  t o  be prepared ,  t h e  environmental  impact state- 

m n t  o r  d e c l a r a t i o n  of no s i g n i f i c a n t  impact s h a l l  aceompany a proposed 

a c t i o n  :tirough ttw exfstfnp,  review processes. The r e spons ib l e  o f f i c i a l  and 

o t h e r  P o r t  d e c i s i o n  makers s h a l l  g ive  a p p r o p r i a t e  cons ide ra t ion  t o  t h e  

environmental impact statement o r  d e c l a r a t i o n  of no s i g n i f i c a n t  impact, a long 

w i t h  s o c i a l ,  econonuc and t e c h n i c a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s ,  i n  xnakicg a dec i s ion  on 

t h e  proposed a c t i o n .  As new information r e l a t i n g  t o  :he environmental  impact 

of a proposed a c t i o n  is acqu i red ,  t h e  r e spons ib l e  o f f i c i a l  coo rd ina t ing  w i t h  

the Environmental  S p e c i a l i s t  may supplement the  f f n a l  environmental  impact 

s ta tement  o r  d e c l a r a t i o n  of no s i g n i f i c a n t  Impact. I f  t h e  r e s p o n s i b l e  o f f i c i a l  

determines t h a t  t h e  n a t u r e  of t h e  proposed a c t i o n  has s u b s t a n t i a l l y  changed 

from the time a t  which he prepared  a f i n a l  impact s t a t e n e n t ,  t h e  r e spons ib l e  

o f f i c i a l  coo rd ina t ing  wi th  t h e  Environmental  S p e c i a l i s t  may revise the impact 

s ta tement  and ,  i f  he determines t h a t  i t  I s  necessa ry ,  r e c i r c u l a t e  i t  to t h e  

a p p r o p r i a t e  agencies  f o r  t h e i r  review and comments. 

(c )  Where emergency c i r c m s t a n c e s  make i t  necessary t o  t a k e  i m d i -  

a te  a c t i o n  w i t h  s i g n i f i c a n t  environmental  impact,  t h e  r e spons ib l e  o f f i c i a l  

sna l l  consu i t  wi th  t h e  General Manager who s h a l l  have t h e  power t o  approve 

ui iicccusary a l t e r w t f v e  arrangements which need not be s u b j e c t  t o  a l l  the  

p rov i s ions  of t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n .  

(a) The Caneral Manager s h a l l  have a u t h o r i t y  t o  approve, disapprove,  

o r  modi fy  t h e  procedures  of Po r t  departments developed pursuant  t o  t h i s  reso- 

l u t l o n  t o  ins:tre t h e i r  cons is tency  w i t h  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  and t o  make o r d e r s  and 

r e g u l a t i o n s  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  implementation by Port departments of t h e  S t a t e  

tnvironraental  Pol icy  A c t  and t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n .  

(b )  The Environmental  S p e c i a l i s t  s h a l l  maln ta in  and p e r i o d i c a l l y  

update a p u b l i c  master l i s t  i n d i c a t i n g :  
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SECTION 11. (b) (conrinued) - 
(I) actions for which a final environmental impact statement 

has been published; 

( 2 )  actions for which an environmental impact statement is 
in progress; 

( 3 )  actione for which o declaration of no significant impact 
tias been prepared; and 

( 4 )  artions for which a categorical exemption has been approved. 

(c) Every Pore department should periodically review its awn PPO- 

cedutes and revise them as necessary to improve implementation of the State 

Environmental Policy Act. In addition, each department ehould adnitor the 

cost of preparing envirunnental inpact statements and the time required €or 

decisions on actlons f o r  which environmental impact statements ere required, 

measured from the time of original application o r  initiation to final decision 

on the action. 

SECTION 12. APPLICATION TO EXISTING ACTIONS. - 
To the maximum extent practicable, the requirements in this resolu- 

tion relating to the preparation of environmental impact statements or declara- 

tioris of no significant impact should be applied t o  proposed actions initiated 

p r i o r  to the effective date of the complete resolution where final P o r t  approval 

has not occurred prior to the effective date of the complete resolution. In 

those cases where a declaration of no significance or an environmental impact 

statement is prepared pursuant to this resolution, such declaration or state- 

ment s h d l l  accompany the action through the remainder of the existing review 

process. 

SECTION 13. SEVEHAI3ILITY. 

I f  any provision of thia ordinance or its application to any person 

or circumstance is declared unconstitutional or invalid for any reason, such 

decision sha l l  r?ot affect the validity of the remaining portions of this 

ordinance. 
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ADOPTED by t h e  Port Comiss ion  of the Port Qf Seattle t h i s  

day of - , 1974, and duly authenticated i n  open s e s s i o n  

by the  signatures of the Comnissioners voting i n  i t s  favor and the seal of t h e  

C o m i s s i o n .  

v Port Comiss ion 
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